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This document provides an overview of municipal and regional policy initiatives within the US related to artificial turf or
playground surfacing. It includes links to ordinances, policy positions, key votes, and related information. It has been
developed in response to queries from scientists, decision-makers, and community members interested in learning about
these policies. For state-level policy initiatives, see our companion document, Artificial Turf and Playgrounds: State
Initiatives. This document is not intended to be authoritative or comprehensive. Verify with individual communities if
updated information is needed.

State/ Status & Information

Municipality | Year

California

Carmel 2025 e This resolution prohibits the future installation, repair, or replacement of artificial turf in all

zoning districts.

Glendale 2011, 2015, e This ordinance was instituted in 2011 banning artificial turf in residential front yards, but was
2019, reversed in 2015 due to statewide legislation.
2023 e In 2023, SB 676 passed allowing local California governments to ban artificial turf due to

concerns over chemicals such as PFAS and other environmental and health issues.

e No local ban is currently in place, but Glendale has a Turf Replacement Program which
does prohibits synthetic turf as a conversion option.

e Another ordinance was instituted in 2019 prohibiting artificial turf in parkway areas defined
as any landscaped area between the sidewalk and the curb. Property owners are required
to obtain a Parkway Landscaping Permit in order to install anything over 12 inches in height
in the parkway.




Los Angeles

2025

A report by the Climate Emergency Mobilization Office and Chief Heat Officer recommends
that the the Energy and Environment Committee of Los Angeles consider a moratorium on
artificial turf installations, until these costs and environmental and public health concerns are
studied and verified by independent sources.

A resolution on Resilient Schools: Extreme Heat Mitigation & Disaster Preparedness at
LAUSD (Res-017-25/26) introduced October 14, 2025 would “prohibit installation of artificial
turf at early education centers, primary centers, elementary schools, and middle schools...”
among other provisions.

Millbrae

2023

This ordinance bans new installation of artificial turf.

Santa Clara
County
(Sunnyvale,
Palo Alto)

2023,
2025

Santa Clara considered an ordinance which did not pass (video time stamp 4:59) prohibiting
the use of artificial turf on county property and providing for a pilot natural grass project. The
County also provides a Plastic Turf FAQ.

The Santa Clara County Medical Association (SCCMA) adopted a Policy Recommendation
of the Use of Artificial Turf on Landscapes, Schools, and Playing Fields (June 2024). A |etter
from SCCMA also provides recommendations to Sunnyvale City Council Members.

In 2024, the City of Palo Alto delayed installation of an artificial turf field, and in 2025, the
City commissioned a report on artificial turf (report available in draft form, August 2025).
(The 2024 decision is discussed in a news article and in City Council minutes.)

San Marino

2024

This ordinance prohibits the installation of artificial turf in the city of San Marino.

Connecticut

Glastonbury

2025

In November 2025, residents will vote on a referendum vote to ban installation of new
artificial turf. (See video time stamp 5:26)

Hartford

Adopted,
2018

This moratorium bans the “Use of Recycled Tire Rubber at Municipal and Public School
Playgrounds until the United States Environmental Protection Agency, National Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and United States Consumer Product Safety Commission
release the findings of the Federal Research Action Plan on Recycled Tire Crumb Used on
Playing Fields and Playgrounds.”




Westport 2018, 2025 2018: This Ordinance prohibits “the Application of Synthetic Infill Material on Playing Fields
on Town Property.”
2025: The RTM Environment Committee and the RTM Health and Human Services
Committee met on May 13 to discuss an ordinance limiting new turf fields in town.

District of Columbia

Washington | 2017 A moratorium, “Crumb Rubber Artificial Turf Moratorium Act of 2017,” bans “the installation
or construction of any synthetic turf fields made from crumb rubber or other materials made
from recycled tires on property owned or leased by the District.”

Maryland

Montgomery |2015 A resolution to “Support Use of Plant-Derived Materials for Infill in Artificial Turf” bans tire

County crumb infills in publicly-funded artificial turf fields (In the PDF, scroll to pg.6-7).

Poolesville 2023 A vote by the Board of Commissioners resulted in replacing all tire mulch playground
surfacing with engineered wood fiber.

Massachusetts

Ambherst, 2022 A motion by the Amherst Board of Health opposed the installation of artificial turf at the

Pelham, Ambherst Regional High School.

Leverett, and The Shutesbury Board of Health, the Leverett Board of Health, and Pelham Community

Shutesbury Protection Committee voted against the installation of artificial turf at the Amherst Regional
High School.
2025: A new track with a grass infield will be installed.

Boston 2022 A position adopted by Boston Mayor Michelle Wu directed a halt on installation of new
artificial turf in city parks.

Brookline 2022 A resolution established an Athletic Field Surface Task Force “to develop decision
guidelines relative to installing artificial turf or natural grass in the town’s athletic fields.” A
moratorium on artificial turf installation was proposed but not adopted at that time.




Burlington

2017

In a heat policy for students utilizing any artificial turf field on school property, the following
provisions apply: “If the National Weather Service issues a Heat Advisory, the artificial turf
and/or track may not be utilized if the air temperature is over 85° degrees combined with
humidity reading of 60% or more. Due to the variety of levels of fithess and/or lack of
consistent preparatory exertion in heat conditions, only a grass surface may be utilized.”

Concord

2016, 2019,
2022

A moratorium was adopted in 2016. It was extended in 2019 and in 2022, and currently
ends in 2027. The moratorium halts the installation of artificial turf on public lands.

Littleton

2016-2019

This moratorium prohibited “Installation of Synthetic Turf with Tire Crumb or Lead
Component on Town-Owned Land.”

Natick

2025

The Natick town meeting (video time stamp 1:13:40) adopted a three year moratorium on
the installation of new artificial turf at the town's athletic fields.

Oak Bluffs

2024

A ban by the Oak Bluffs Board of Health prohibits installation of artificial turf playing
surfaces. The Board specifies conditions under which the ban may be rescinded or retired.

Sharon

2024

This “Artificial Turf Field Moratorium” prohibits installation for a period of 3 years from the
effective date of the moratorium on all town-owned land. Exempts “plant-based bioplastic
which is entirely biodegradable or compostable, and is certified to be free of PFAS.”
(Background information on Sharon available in powerpoint from Sustainable Sharon
Coalition.)

Wayland

2021, 2024

This moratorium was extended in 2024 after an initial 2021 moratorium prohibiting
“installation of synthetic/artificial turf on any real estate owned by the Town.” Expiration is
set for 2027.

New Jersey

Cape May

2024

An ordinance, “Regulating the Use of Atrtificial Turf in the City of Cape May,” prohibits the
installation of artificial turf as an alternative to natural landscaping. Exemptions: miniature
golf courses, projects undertaken on property owned by the city.




New York

New York Committee This bill would prohibit the installation of artificial grass in city parks.
City review,
2025

Pennsylvania

Bird Park in 2023 The Parks Advisory Board Resolution & Recommendation Adopted Unanimously on

Mt Lebanon February 7, 2023 resolves that “Parks Advisory Board recommends against the use of
artificial turf for John Doctor soccer field in Bird Park” and recommends “that the
Commission explore solutions with the School District to improve overall athletic field
maintenance and utilization...”

Philadelphia | 2022-2028 There is growing concern over PFAS in artificial turf and community members are calling to
“ban artificial turf installation on city property including parks and recreation centers.”
In response to recent debate over FDR park’s redevelopment, the Philadelphia Parks &
Recreation and the Fairmount Park Conservancy partnered to create a redevelopment plan.
This plan includes restoration of wetlands, as well as 12 artificial turf fields utilizing “infill
made from walnut shells, sand, wood particle, coconut fibers, cork, etc.” Additional
background available in this article.

Schuyilkill 2025 Recycling company filed for bankruptcy, canceling plans to construct an artificial turf

County recycling facility in the county. Waste artificial turf had been stored in other locations,
including Wyoming County. (Reporting by the Philadelphia Inquirer.)

Washington

Edmonds 2015, 2019 This ordinance (No. 4157), “Prohibition of the Installation of Styrene-Butadiene Rubber on
Publicly Owned Athletic Fields Within the City of Edmonds,” was adopted in 2019, updating
prior ordinances.

King County |2017-2019 A 2017 Land and Water Resource Division technical memorandum proposed a two phase

study that “would provide both a King County-specific evaluation of human health risk from
crumb rubber and TPE exposure, and a King County protocol for testing new infill products




in the future.”

Based on findings of Laboratory Testing of Thermoplastic Elastomer and Crumb Rubber
Infill for Athletic Fields, “King County Parks Division intends to replace the crumb rubber
currently used as infill in its artificial turf fields with an alternative when each field reaches its
end of life.” A TPE product was selected as preferable, “presuming it does not present water
quality issues in stormwater runoff.”

King County Board of Health Title 8, Section 8.03.210 has requirements for surface material
at outdoor pet business areas: “Options of acceptable surface material include natural
lawn/turf, concrete, asphalt, wood chips, gravel, etc. Note: This code does not consider
‘artificial turf as “turf.”




